Bofinger, Theodore F.

Theodore F. Bofinger, 93,
passed away peacefully in his
sleep, with family by his side, on
April 1, 2017. Ted was born in
Murrhardt, Germany on Feb. 11,
1924. At age 5, he and his moth-
er left Germany for America. His
father arrived in New York a year
earlier to work for GE. He had
one goal -- to save enough
money so his wife and son could
join him in America.

With the goal achieved, the re-
united family settled in San Fran-
cisco near family members that
had already transitioned from
Germany. San Francisco was
Ted’s home for the next 35 years,
and though his career ultimately
took him away from SF, he
always considered SF his home.

Soon after settling in the US,
young Teddy discovered baseball
on the playgrounds of San Fran-
cisco. Teddy developed a genu-
ine love and undying passion for
the game -- a passion that would
ignite him from that day forward.

If Ted wasn'’t playing baseball, he
was watching it. He was a big
SF Seals fan, and he found
many creative ways to see
games at Seals stadium -- most
of which did not involve buying a
ticket. One day at age 13, he ran
on the field during batting prac-
tice and asked an outfielder if he
could shag some flies. The out-
fielder graciously allowed him to
stay a while. The outfielder was
a young Ted Williams.

Ted played college baseball at
SFJC and SF State, and in 1943,
he joined the Army. At age 20,
Ted landed at Omaha Beach ear-
ly on June 6, 1944. In addition to
the D-Day invasion, Ted was in-
volved in 4 other campaigns in
the European theater throughout
France and the Ardennes.

After returning home, Ted earned
his JD from USF Law School.

For 13 years, he practiced law
privately and was a deputy city at-
torney in SF. In 1963, he be-
came a Federal Administrative
Law Judge, a position he would
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hold until retirement 22 years lat-
er. That same year he was ad-
mitted to practice before the US
Supreme Court, and shortly there-
after enjoyed a private visit with
Chief Justice Earl Warren.

In 1981, he began playing soft-
ball in the Sacramento Golden
Seniors Softball Club, and played
until age 80. He received a life
membership award from the
Golden Seniors in 1999. At 65,
he began playing in the Sacra-
mento Men’s Senior Baseball lea-
gue (SMSBL) and was the oldest
player in the league. An inspira-
tion to players much younger, he
was inducted into the SMSBL
Hall of Fame in 2007, as a mem-
ber of the HOF’s inaugural class.

His later years were spent
among many friends at Universi-
ty Retirement Community in Da-
vis, and also with many wonder-
ful friends from his playing days.
Ted was never happier than
when he could join his baseball
buddies at Club Pheasant for a
lengthy lunch discussing nothing
but baseball.

Ted was preceded in death by
his wife of 51 years, Connie and
his daughter Peggy. He is sur-
vived by his son Bob, grand-
daughter Bridget, grandson Brett
and cousins Marcel and Gail
Pardo and Gary Furness. The
family wishes to thank Yolo Hos-
pice for their loving and compas-
sionate care for Ted, and sug-
gest that any memorial donations
be made to Yolo hospice, 1909
Galileo Court, Suite A, Davis CA,
95618.
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